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The brutality of the course which he advocates is only
aggravated by the contention that the Saxons and the Hano-
verians will benefit, materially and morally alike, by incor-
poration with Prussia. " As Prussian citizens they will
soon discover, if they have not already learned in this war,
from the elevating spectacle of Prussian patriotism, that the
human heart is richer and better when it has a fatherland,
a real and true fatherland, for which we live and give our
service, not a fatherland in the clouds, to which at dinner-
time we dedicate the brimming cup. Especially for Saxony,
entrance into the Prussian State would be nothing less than
the first beginning of public life." 1 It is an additional offence
of the Saxon and Hanoverian dynasties that they have not
made themselves unpopular. " Would God the middle
States were ruled by a bloody despotism which might
arouse all noble passions to a stout resistance ! The tyranny
of the small German princes is more easy-going than this
and therefore more pernicious for our drowsy nation; it
insinuates itself by stealth and knows how to crush out all
character without disturbance." 2

Before he had finished writing, he received the news that
Saxony was to be spared, though Hesse and Hanover were
to be treated as he recommended. He closes on a note of
mingled triumph and resignation. " In the great natural
processes of history it is the first step that counts. The
ball is set rolling, no god will stay its course. . . . The
costly harvest which we are fated to reap from the blood-
stained fields of Bohemia must not be curtailed by that
Albertine dynasty, which even at this hour implores
the help of foreign courts against Germany. The fate of
Saxony will not be finally settled by the conclusion of the
peace." 3

1 Deutsche Kdmpfe, i. p. 133.             2 Ibid. i. p. 143.

3 Ibid, i. p. 145.